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Key Knowledge
The Transatlantic Slave Trade involved the enforced enslavement of millions of
Africans and their transport to the Americas. Slaves were often made to work in
inhumane conditions with no wages. Many were beaten or killed by brutal
owners, and had no rights in their new countries. Many didn’t survive the journey;
the Middle Passage. The trade had its roots as early as the 1500s, but was at its
height in the 18™ Century, under the operation of the imperial European nations
(e.g. Britain, Portugal and Spain). Countless African communities were decimated,
whilst many European nations became extremely wealthy from the profits of the
slave trade. (Teacher knowledge -KS3)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2qj6sg).

The Fall of the Atlantic Slave Trade

Throughout the 18" Century, opposition began to gather against
the slave trade in Britain, America and parts of Europe.

The Committee for the Abolition of the Slave trade was led by William Wilberforce,
Granville Sharp and Thomas Clarkson. Whilst Britain became a leading force in
abolishing slave trade, it cannot be forgotten that Britain had been one of the most
active slave-trading nations of all. Denmark was the first country to ban the slave
trade, in 1792, which took effect in 1803. Britain banned the slave trade in 1807.
Slavery to the Spanish colonies continued until much later in the 19'" Century.

Being an Historian/Key Skills Developed
- use a range of evidence to interpret events, linking this to factual understanding
about the past;
- evaluate the usefulness and reliability of primary and secondary sources;
- pose and address questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and
significance;
- develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British and
world history;
- identify connections, contrasts and trends over time.

Multi-Disciplinary Skills
The pupils develop a sense of chronology through the use of timelines; children
need to have an understanding of number in relation to dates, and its place in
time.
The pupils need to have an understanding of locational knowledge and be able to
identify the continents of Europe, Africa and the Americas. They will use their
knowledge of physical features such as oceans, terrain of the Caribbean and South
America.
The pupils will use the skill of cause and consequences, used within Science
investigations, to explain the impact of slavery on the enslaved people as well as
society.

The Big

Key Concepts

Question

Reasons and Results:
how can we explain why
things happened in history,
how did people make a
difference to what happened?
What followed as a result of
these events?

Time,Change.Chronology:

to create a sense of period and
time, the sequence of when
things happened; what
changed and what continued;
what we might see as progress.

historical sources?

Historical Evidence:

what do we use to find out about the
past? How can we use this material
safely to produce the best history we
can? What are the problems using

What were the consequences of the Trans-Atlantic
Slave Trade?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2qj6sg

Features of the Slave Trade/Key Vocabulary
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