Water balloon Phonics
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For this phonics activity fill 15 water balloons and write some word endings on them – at, an, ar, ug, in. Make 3 balloons for each ending.

Then write the following letters on index cards: F, H, C, J, P, B, and M and tape those cards to a  wall.

Give the children the box of water balloons with the word endings. The children pick up a balloon and bring it up to a letter to see if it makes a word. If it makes a real word, read the word and throw the balloon on the letter to pop it.
Noisy letter jump phonics game
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Write some large letters using chalk. 

You can play this game in two ways.  The first way is to jump from sound to sound, noisily shouting out the sound as you land on it.  For example jump on the letter S and shout ‘Ssssssssss’.   

The second way to play the game is for an adult to call out a letter sound and the child to jump to the right sound.

Dig and plant word-sorting game


This sorting game uses a tub of dyed rice (or whatever mud substitute you prefer) in which you can hide a set of word cards. These can be tailored to whatever sounds you’re currently working on, or adapted to the needs of each child.

So you might sort upper and lower-case letters, or words beginning or ending with particular letters or sounds.

The idea of the game is to go digging, pull up a word, and plant it in the right plant pot. It’s a fun, hands-on activity that lets your child enjoy some spelling practice.

