Saint George and the Dragon
To explore features of legends and recall and retell the main events of the legend of ‘Saint George and the dragon’.

Task 1 - Learn about the features of legends by linking the images below with their descriptions.
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Task 2 - Read the legend of ‘Saint George and the dragon’ with an adult if necessary.
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Task 3 – Answer the following questions using complete sentences with evidence from the text. 

1. When is this legend set? 

_____________________________________________________________________________


2. Are people happy? 



_____________________________________________________________________________


3. What is the beast like?



_____________________________________________________________________________
      

4. Identify the good vs. evil theme as a feature of legends.






5. What do we learn about George?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
      

6.  Did anything surprise you?


_______________________________________________________________________________


7. List any new vocabulary and use a dictionary to find the word’s meaning.

· 
· 
· 
· 

8. Use one of your new words in a carefully punctuated sentence of your own.

_______________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
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Language

¢ The language is often rich
and powerful.

¢ The words show the bravery
of the hero or heroine and
the danger of the quest,
e.g. He hurled his glittering
sword into the beast’s cruel
red mouth.
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Problem
* The hero or heroine usually has
to face a terrible beast who has
been terrifying people.
* In some stories there may be
other problems to solve,
e.g. finding an ancient artefact.
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Hero or Heroine

* The hero or heroine is usually
brave, strong and good.

* They usually have a problem
to solve.

¢ They may have to goon a
dangerous journey or a quest.

* They may have to fight an
enemy (e.g. beast, dragon) to
save other people.
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Saint George and the Dragon in the hillside, lived a terrifying creature:

Janice Pimm an enormous, fire-breathing dragon.
. The dragon stood as tall as a tower and
Long CLEfeb 0 E faraway country, the.re WCS was covered in scales as shiny and as hard
a.becutlful = surrpunded by rolling as diamonds. His eyes burned like fire in
hills and lush green fields. The weather his lizard-like head and his jaws revealed

was always sunny, the flowers bloomed
all summer and the harvests were plentiful.
It should have been a very happy place,

but a great sadness lay over the people
like a thick, grey cloud. For, in a dark cave

row upon row of sharp, spiky teeth. His
hideous roaring shook the ground and
made people tremble with fear.





image8.png
Ever since his arrival, the dragon
had been threatening to destroy the
town unless the people gave him a
weekly sacrifice. So, every week, the
people of the town would send a cow
or sheep to the edge of the dragon's
lair and, in return, he would leave the
town alone. This had worked for a long
time, but the people were growing
poorer and poorer. Eventually,
the townspeople ran out of animals so
they met with the king to decide what
to do to keep the dragon away.

"We have no animals left," said
the townspeople. "What shall we give
the dragon instead? If we do nothing
he will burn our town and eat us all!"

The King thought for a long time before
he gave his answer. Finally he declared,
"It is well known that dragons often
demand the sacrifice of beautiful maidens.
Every young girl in the town will have her
name written on a piece of paper. Once a
week, a name shall be drawn out of a
casket and that girl will be sacrificed to
the dragon!”

On the day of the first lottery, a young
soldier named George arrived in the town.
He was tall, brave and was dressed in
shining, heavy armour. He carried an old
silver shield marked with a red cross. It was
dented and worn with the blows from
many battles. As he rode through the
deserted streets of the town, he wondered
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at its quietness. Eventually, he met an

old man who told him the town's sad tale.
The first name to drawn from the casket
had been the king's beautiful daughter,
the princess Camellia.

"Unless we can find a knight who can
slay the dragon, Camellia will be sacrificed
tomorrow at sunrise! The king will give
his daughter in marriage to whoever kills
this terrible monster," said the old man,
"But as yet, no one has come forward to
take up the challenge.”

When George heard this story, he was
determined to try to save the princess. He
decided to rest that night in the old man's
hut and, in the morning, he set out for the
dragon’s lair. As he drew near, he saw a

procession of women led by a beautiful

girl with long hair. It was the brave princess,
Camellia, making her way towards the
dragon's waiting jaws. On seeing this,
George spurred his horse onwards and
overtook the ladies. He peruaded them to
stop and wait by an old oak tree for

his return. Then, spear in hand, he

galloped towards the dragon's cave.
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As soon as the dragon heard George
approach, he rushed from his cave, roaring
as loud as thunder and shooting flames
into the air. He stretched out his leathery
wings like two monstrous sails and lashed
his huge, poison-spiked tail. Yet George
was not afraid. He held his shield high to
protect himself from the burning heat of
the dragon's breath, and hurled his spear
at the monster with all his might.
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The dragon's scales were so hard

and fitted together so closely that no
spear could pierce them. George's
spear broke into a thousand pieces.
The dragon rushed forward and, with
one blow from his poison-spiked tail,
knocked George from his horse into a
sparkling stream. George struggled
desperately to climb out and
accidentally swallowed some of the
crystal clear water. Unknown to him,
this was enchanted water and could
protect him from the dragon's
poisonous sting. Within a few minutes
he had recovered his strength and was
able to fight again.

He waved the bright blade of his
sword, now sharper and stronger from
the magic water. Once more, George
charged at the beast as it towered over
him filling the sky with clouds of thick
black smoke. The dragon stretched out
its sail-like wings, beating them
backwards and forwards like gates in

a gale.

Suddenly, George, seizing his chance,
leaped at the dragon and pierced him
under the wing where there were no
scales. With an almighty roar, the
dragon crashed to the floor like an
earthquake, sending tremors across the
hillside and over the fields towards the
town.
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Triumphantly, George cleaned his
sword on the grass and set off down
the hill towards the oak tree where
the princess stood waiting.

Trumpets sounded and the church
bells rang out joyfully as news of
George's victorious deed spread
throughout the town. The king, queen
and all the townspeople welcomed
George and princess Camellia back.

The king announced, "I have
promised that the dragon slayer should
have princess Camellia for his wife, and
be king after me. If you love each other,
then let it be so!"

So Camellia and Saint George (as
he later became known) were married
and lived happily ever after.
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i Problem

Fight or Battle
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Plot

¢ The hero or heroine often has to
go on a journey or quest.

¢ The hero or heroine may meet
many obstacles or have to face
one big, dangerous problem.

 The story is usually told in
stages, often in the stages of
the journey or battle.
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Fight or Battle
* The hero or heroine often has
to fight, and sometimes kill,
the beast.
 In some stories, the hero may
have to solve other problems.




